Scottish Government Outdoor Learning Rationale

Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence promotes Outdoor and out of classroom learning as key to the development of skills and what is required for success. This project focusses on this for children in Rattray Primary School, one of Perth and Kinross’s most deprived schools.  The following quotes emphasise the importance of this project and are taken from: CFE Through Outdoor Learning (LTS 2010).

“The core values of Curriculum for Excellence resonate with long-standing key concepts of outdoor learning. challenge, enjoyment, relevance, depth, development of the whole person and an adventurous approach to learning are at the core of outdoor pedagogy. the outdoor environment encourages staff and students to see each other in a different light, building positive relationships and improving self-awareness and understanding of others.”

“Realising this vision will contribute to the wellbeing of our children and young people and enable them to become resilient, responsible citizens and successful lifelong learners, who value our landscape and culture and contribute effectively to our local and global society.”

“Outdoor learning takes place in a range of settings – from the school grounds to historic grounds, from local parks to national parks, from villages to cities, from residential experiences within Scotland to overseas expeditions. each outdoor learning opportunity allows children and young people the chance to explore new places and share experiences.”

“Outdoor learning experiences are often remembered for a lifetime. integrating learning and outdoor experiences, whether through play in the immediate grounds or adventures further afield, provides relevance and depth to the curriculum in ways that are difficult to achieve indoors.”

